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Thank You Dr. Ragy 

Mitias for your  

financial contribu-

tion to the Water-

loo Community 

Senior Center.  We 

appreciate your 

support. 

 

We are proud to have the opportunity to introduce a new member of the 

community, or to recognize  community members that  contribute to the 

betterment of our community.   

As many of you know, the habitat home built in New Marshfield  served as 

the match for the Neighborhood Revitalization  Grant  we received through 

the Athens County Commissioners.  The build is complete, a dedication was 

held and our new neighbors have moved in.  This is a wonderful story of a 

single mom and her two sons moving from substandard living conditions 

into a new, totally handicapped accessible home.   

We welcome Priscilla Misner and her two young sons to New Marshfield.  

Priscilla suffers from diabetes and as a result  uses a power wheelchair.  

Having a home that is accessible makes life much easier.  With her new-

found confidence and inspiration from her children,  she has enrolled in col-

lege classes at Hocking college and will be working towards obtaining a 

bachelors degree in early Childhood Education. 

Again, we welcome you, our new neighbors, to the community.  We look 

forward to you attending a variety of community events we plan throughout 

the year. 

New Marshfield has the capability to support additional habitat builds in the 

community.  We encourage owners of vacant lots to consider working with 

habitat to help in this development. 

 



Thank You  
With the November election  behind us it is time to recognize two Waterloo Township resi-

dent that have served our communities for many years at township trustees.  Pete Russell 

has served as township trustee for the past 20 years and Bill McKibben has served the past 

16 years.  Both trustees decided not to seek re-election this year, thus  ending two very suc-

cessful public service careers.  Both Pete and Bill agree the township is in good shape.   Dur-

ing their time in office they have developed a program to insure the 36 miles of township 

roads receive chip and seal treatment each year.  In addition, the township has developed a 

plan to insure equipment is upgraded on a regular basis without incurring debt.  Having 

good equipment allows township employees to perform their duties, rather than spending 

time repairing equipment.  It is quite obvious the cemeteries in Waterloo Township are sec-

ond to none, a source of pride and comfort for all township residents.   Both Pete and Bill 

appreciate the trust and support from township voters for re-electing them for so many 

years.  While they have worked hard over the years, both agree having excellent employees 

contributes to the success of the township.   Our employees are hard workers that take 

great pride in their work.   So, to Pete and Bill, we appreciate your years of service to the 

township and say thank you for your effort to make our township a better place to live. 

More Good News 
A concern for many may soon be remedied.  The  speed limit on Athens County roads is 

generally 55 miles per hour unless having been reduced.  The speed limit on County Road 6 

(Old State Route 56) is currently 55 miles per hour.  With the improvements in the park 

playground and especially with the installation of the sidewalk, we are seeing many more 

children riding bicycles in the downtown area.   County Engineer, Jeff Maiden is aware of 

our concern and as a result included County Road  6 in a study to determine if the speed 

limit through town was excessive related to conditions.  Mr. Maiden recently visited New 

Marshfield to take a look for himself, and concluded the results of the study were warrant-

ed and that he will be recommending to ODOT that the speed limit through town be re-

duced.  We appreciate Engineer Maiden’s concern and his efforts to keep our children safe. 
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This issue we are proud to feature Mary Catherine (Kennard) Brady.  Mary and her 

husband Mark now reside in Jacksonville Ohio. Mary has shared some memories 

of her youth in our hometown.   

Many of you may not remember me, but I was born and raised in this little town. You 

may remember "Mary Catherine".  To this day, I know when someone says "Mary Cath-

erine?" I know I will be speaking with someone from home. 

 

I want to talk about one day....yes just one day that made the difference in my life. I 

was 16 years old.  By this time my musical talents were shining!  Yes, I was bound for 

great things. I played the organ for church every Sunday at the Methodist church. I 

played for funerals and weddings.  Helen Stright was my piano teacher and by 16 I was 

taking lessons from a music professor at Ohio University. I was driving to the fair to dis-

play a 4-H project. I had my Mom and 4-H girl friends in my car. I saw Jimmy Hartley 

and Finley Rice hitch hiking so I turned on my blinker to pull over. At that moment eve-

rything changed. I was struck in the rear by a young woman who was driving a VW 

bug!  She went through the windshield and she was pregnant. There was blood every-

where!  I had no idea what to do to help her and that's all I wanted to do...help her. 

Within a short time I found out she lost her baby. It took a lot of soul searching but I fi-

nally gathered up my nerve to tell my mom (after all those music lessons) that I wanted 

to be a nurse. Total life change! 

 

I went to nursing school at Holzer and then years later I graduated from Ohio University 

with a degree in nursing and minor in psychology. I worked at Holzer in orthopedics, 

and in a pre school program in Gallipolis.  Then my Dad and Mom convinced me to 

move back home. Dad had already scoped out the Messenger and had me call for an 

interview in home health services. I loved serving elderly in Athens county. There was 

such a huge need in the early '70s that I started home health agencies in Hocking, Per-

ry, Pickaway, and Washington counties and I consulted with agencies in the Ohio who 

were in jeopardy of losing their Medicare status.  In 1989 I started working at the psy-

chiatric hospital in Athens, over on "the hill", and retired from there almost 2 years ago. 

 

Now I'm settled in the village of Jacksonville.  I have 2 beautiful daughters, Mandy and 

Erin.  And I have 2 wonderful grandchildren, Riley and David. My husband, Mark, and I 

love to travel and we are collecting antiques.  Do I miss New Marshfield?  You bet I 

do!  I miss the town and all my memories!  Some days I visit my nephew Steve and 

Dawn Shingler and some days I just like to drive by what will always be "my home".  
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Condolences to the families of: 

James Blair age 68, June 21, 1949 - September 13, 2017 

Melody Lynn Catron , age 61, Feb. 9, 1956 - October 10, 2017 

Jill Tague, age 78,  Nov. 22, 1938 - October 9, 2017 

Charles Russell, age 94,   June 15, 1935 - April 28, 2017 

Alberta Snedden, age 95,  June 13, 1922 - October 17, 2017 

Bill Smith, age 74,  March 29, 1943 -  October 12, 2017 

Bill Brown, age 69, January 6, 1948 - November 20, 2017  

Goldie Patricia Mace West, age 81,  Feb. 28, 1936 - Dec. 1, 2017 

We  hope you enjoyed  this edition.   If you have stories, pictures, 

a recipe, or any other  contribution, we will be glad to include it in 

a future edition.  Information or comments can be sent to: 

gregga3131@gmail.com 

 

Faith Baptist Church 

  


